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     The contest for who will be elected emperor to succeed Bill Clinton is on. There are life and death issues facing people in the United States and around the world. There is a fierce struggle emerging about the future of this country and the planet. But you wouldn't know it from the presidential campaigns or candidacies of Republican Gov. George W. Bush or Democratic V.P. Albert Gore.

     Bush, like Gore, supports NAFTA and the WTO. Gore, like Bush, supports the death penalty and the militarization of police. Both parties support US-financed counter-insurgency war in Colombia. Both candidates back making NATO into an aggressive military alliance, projecting Euro-American armed might into Southwest Asia. Neither will restore the ‘social safety net’ or defend the rights of immigrant workers. They disagree slightly but politely about how swiftly to eliminate the deficit or how many and which taxes to cut. The two are so similar because they represent only an ever-narrowing divergence in tactics for maintaining and extending  the U.S. empire.

     Why is there such a studied disregard of real issues? Why do the major parties refuse to even recognize, let alone absorb, opposition to mass incarceration, corporate globalization, or militarism? It is a strategic

response to that opposition by the rulers, in a period in which the system is less capable of tolerating any dissent. Despite the ‘record economic growth’ they brag about, and the vast increase in wealth for the wealthy, the rulers know how fragile the current economic and political system has become. Their profits depend on super-exploitation and the denial of democratic rights in every corner of their global empire, including inside the US itself.

WHO PAYS THE PIPER, CALLS THE TUNE

      The Democratic and Republican Parties exist to organize a mass base of consent for the policies of the rulers. The two parties alike dance to the tune of their corporate masters. That tune calls for privatization of every public resource. It demands the ever-increasing exploitation of working people, the planet, and even the biological basis of life itself. That dance requires ever-larger applications of force and coercion, whether through police, prisons, border control, the military, or the counter-insurgency operations of covert agencies. The corporate media further define and enforce careful limits to ‘dissent.’ Similar dynamics are at play in Canada and “Fortress Europe.”
     And so people's struggles are emerging where they must — in the streets. This means that for the first time in a generation, there is the possibility of a true mass movement in this country, an opening towards a revolutionary transformation of consciousness on a vast scale. But to ignite and sustain that change requires a break with the empire. We must begin to define the ‘wedge issues’ of liberation — the points that will begin to split people away from the rulers, their parties, and the pro-imperialist consensus.

     For far too long, ‘wedge issues’ have been the effective tools of the rulers and the reactionaries, dividing oppressed and working people against each other along lines of nationality. race, gender or sexual orientation. We must overcome those divisions, not by ignoring or denying them, but by building conscious solidarity. We must recognize that privilege and oppression grow out of the same soil, and that for each of us and all of us, ending our oppression means recognizing and abandoning the privileges that ensnare us.

THE NEED FOR UNITY AND SOLIDARITY AGAINST THE EMPIRE

    What are the bases of a program that can pull together the campaigns and issues that have begun to galvanize this new generation of opposition into a full-fledged and sustained resistance to the empire? PART has for some time been putting forward five banners for our movement, and is raising them again, this time in the context of the demonstrations that are coming up at Republican, Democratic and Reform Party conventions.

DE-COLONIZATION

Self-determination for all oppressed people

Respect Native treaty rights

Independence for Puerto Rico

Recognize Hawaiian Sovereignty

Reparations for the descendants of Africans forcibly enslaved

End the domination of the Mexican people on both sides of the border

Amnesty for all political prisoners and prisoners of war in the U. S.

World-wide Jubilee forgiveness of debt

Repeal NAFTA, block the Multilateral Agreement on Investment, and end the WTO

DEMOCRATIZATION

Community control of police and of education -- End police impunity!

Restore the civic rights of convicts

Protect labor organizing and workplace rights, including the right to strike

Freedom of speech and conscience

End media monopoly

Amnesty for the undocumented

Replace corporate domination with cooperative economics

DE-MILITARIZATION

End all secret wars and covert operations

Dismantle the National Security Council, the CIA, the FBI, the School Of the Americas, and all agencies of international repression

Ban all nuclear power, nuclear weapons, and weapons of mass destruction in the US

Demobilize U.S. troops and bases around the world.

End all military aid to regions of conflict

DE-CRIMINALIZATION

Provide alternatives to incarceration, for restorative justice

Abolish the death penalty

Community controlled treatment and rehabilitation of non-violent drug offenders

Decriminalize consensual sexual activity and use of intoxicants

End prison privatization, control units and the exploitation of prison labor

DEFEND HUMAN RIGHTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Health care, child care, housing, food, education and employment are human rights .

Support a woman's right to abortion and to control her own body

Reverse deforestation and global warming

End reliance on fossil fuels

Decolonize the Bio-sphere: Ban the privatization of seeds, life forms, and the human genome.

We need to unite to set the agenda for the "new millennium" on the basis of realizing the goals of a society free of colonialism and exploitation. We urge everyone to come out and protest about any and all these issues at the Conventions, and we urge you to take the opportunity such protests give us to build anti-imperialist unity and conscious solidarity. We must not fail to seize a historical window of opportunity to transcend the barriers of racism, sexism and colonialism that have divided us and allowed our oppressors to maintain their rule.

BUILD COMMUNITIES OF RESISTANCE

     The convention protests provide a moment in which we can converge our efforts on an uncompromising basis, with the potential for a tremendous effect on the consciousness of poor and oppressed people and on the balance of power on a global level between the forces of oppression and those of liberation.

     Mobilizations to Philadelphia and Los Angeles are important, but they are not ends in themselves. A protest may last a day or a week, but our struggle must continue from one generation to the next. Our task is to use the opportunity the convention protests provide us to build enduring alliances of principle, not opportunism. We must deepen our critique of the system of empire and our own place within it.

     We need to use these demonstrations to create something longer lasting and deeper-rooted. We need communities of resistance that can weather the repression the system will throw at us. Within our neighborhoods, workplaces, kinship and affinity groups, we must counter the divisiveness inherent in an empire based on white supremacy, patriarchy and capitalism. By creating conscious anti-imperialist solidarity and practice, we lay the basis for trust, unity, and a better world tomorrow.

