Smashing Hate in New Jersey 
by Daryle Lamont Jenkins

     When Richard Barrett announced he was bringing a white supremacist march to Morristown, NJ on the Fourth of July, it was not exactly a shock that he was coming. Over the past year and a half, white supremacists have been inching their way into the state even more forcefully than in the past, and this is just an example of those chickens coming home to roost. Barrett however has cultivated a particularly active and disturbing following in the state, and that following is not without its influence. There is also influence on the opposite side, and that influence will be seen as Barrett marches in the form of what has been called the One People’s Rally.

     The One People’s Rally was proposed as a cultural event and brought people from all walks of life to help put it together. The rally is not so much about countering the Nationalist Movement, but also to celebrate the multi-culturalism has made this society great. Kicking off the rally is a band that illustrates that multi-culturalism best, the local ska band Inspector 7. This popular band has included blacks, whites, Asians and Hispanics, and many of them have been traditional skinheads. One could not have sent a more communal tone better.

     The Town Council of Morristown played to a packed house at their public meeting on April 25. People of Morristown, including a young Barrett supporter named Jeremy Erickson, as well as residents of neighboring communities, came out to express their opinions on Barrett and his rally. A teacher, Kevin Stansbery even bought his class to speak before the council and presented letters from other students against the march.

     “I personally was appalled at the ignorance that was brought forth in the council room, and thoroughly disgusted when those school children spoke,” Erickson said in an email afterwards. “It was quite obvious that they had been brainwashed by the socialist school system and their Negro school teacher with a personal vendetta. They had no idea what this rally was really about.”

     Erickson did not speak at this meeting, however. He explained he was afraid to reveal his address (he lives with his parents) to those assembled. He describes himself as a “National Socialist through the applied

teachings of jungian psychology and Darwinian proclamation.” For 6 years he says he was a ‘skinhead’ (which, if you know the true Jamaican origins of the skinhead culture, means he was a bonehead, a guy with a shaven head masquerading as a skinhead). He says he grew out his hair and took off his boots to become more politically active and be taken more seriously. Apparently, Barrett’s march is a perfect opportunity for him.

     Richard Barrett is a native of East Orange, NJ who says his family “escaped” from the “influx of immigrants” in the city. He graduated from Rutgers University but in 1966 returned his diploma to protest

Professor Eugene Genovese for his opposition to the Vietnam War. He had since moved to Learned, Miss where his racialist positions were freer to take shape.

     In 1987, while attempting to preserve the all-white status of Forsyth County, Georgia, he formed what would later become the Nationalist Movement This organization has provided paramilitary training to

neo-nazis, and has made its presence felt in a number of issues defending the far right position Barrett has been seen on talk shows like Donahue and the Morton Downey, Jr Show (he took a physical swipe at Downey on that program).

     Barrett has staged a number of rallies and demonstrations, often by himself in support of white racialist positions, such as in defense of Byron de la Beckwith, convicted murderer of Medgar Evers, or to support the police officers involved in the Rodney King beating in Los Angeles His routine is to cloud the racism in his rallies in ways that claim instead to be 'nationalist' or 'patriotic ' He has made a career of suing municipalities for violating his free speech rights.

     His Simi Valley march for the Rodney King cops was depicted as defending Americans against “illegal alien criminals'’ and supporting the cops. The Morristown march, which is a march to praise State Police Chief Carl Williams and racial profiling, is promoted as an “Independence from Affirmative Action Day.” (Barrett’s rationale says Williams being fired made him a victim of affirmative action).

     Barrett likes to phrase his agenda as akin to the American Revolution, and will often make analogies to that and his fight (hence, the rally at “Washington’s Headquarters”).

     Of course, this is yet another example of how Barrett can be lost on the facts. Indeed Barrett is known for not getting his facts straight in some of the most visible areas. In the recent issue of Morristown, he refers to

“Negro” Council President Timothy Jackson, although. Jackson is not only white, but a direct descendent of

Confederate General Stonewall Jackson!

     New Jersey traditionally does not have such open displays of white supremacy as Barrett’s march. Things have started to change over the past two years, enough for New York City to see it very first Ku Klux

Klan rally in its history last October. White supremacist activity has gone mainstream.

     Take for example New Jersey Right to Life, an anti-abortion lobbying group that lost its charter with the national group because it would not commit to a platform of non-violence.

     At their annual outing in April, they invited a number of openly racist speakers. Keynote speaker was writer Joseph Sobran. Sobran is a staple in intellectual white supremacist circles, promoting and defending eugenics and the notion that the Holocaust did not exist. He does not consider his beliefs to be anti-Semitic, but rather “counter-Semitic,” as if there is a difference.

     Another speaker was radio talk show host Steve Malzberg, who when students protested Rutgers president Francis Lawrence five years ago, by sitting on a basketball court during a televised game, suggested that the next time police use their guns and hoses on them. That same evening Malzberg allowed a caller to give out on the air contact information for the white supremacist National Alliance, founded by William Pierce, the author of the Turner Diaries.

     There was also Harold C. Turner, who organized a 1995 rally at the New Jersey State Capitol to defend racist talk-show host Bob Grant. Barrett also had a hand in putting the Right to Life event together and noted on his webpage that as they spoke, Turner and another right wing hack named Richard Pezzulo were cheered by the assembled, which included those who waved Barrett’s Cross-star battle-flags.

     Turner also had a short-wave radio program where he had openly defended not only racial profiling but police brutality as well; saying that it is not done enough. He has made calls to other programs as “Hal from North Bergen,” and in August 1998, Turner called into Sean Hannity's WABC-AM radio talk show and said that if it weren’t for the white man, that blacks “would still be swinging from the trees in Africa.”

     Turner has also threatened to incite people to "dispense revenge" on Federal Judge Maryanne Trump Barry and New Jersey NAACP officials and their attorneys after a fire in North Bergen claimed the lives of four people in 1998. Turner charged the NAACP with the deaths because they filed an anti-discrimination lawsuit against the local fire department. Barry was the judge who presided and imposed a hiring freeze

on the department until the matter was resolved. Yet Turner is a ‘mainstream' politician. He ran for the Republican  nomination for congress this year in NJ’s 13th District in an attempt to unseat incumbent Bob Melendez. He was also the Campaign Chair for a rightist candidate for NJ Governor in 1997.
     The one person in particular who was not heard from, and whose silence speaks volumes, is Barrett’s man of the hour, former State Police Chief Carl Williams. Upon the announcement of Barrett’s march, Williams allegedly declined comment, but as it became closer to the date, many residents wanted a more definite response.

     Some feel that his silence is a quiet advocacy of Barrett. While it is seen as a sign that the right thing was done in firing him in the first place, his silence about Barrett’s racist support is also looked upon as an insulting stance on an issue that he has placed himself in the middle of, as well as one that has stirred up such high passions.

     When all is done in Morristown, and both Barrett’s march and the One People’s Rally are over, it will not be over for Morristown or for New Jersey. Morristown may now have to suffer through the stigma of being known as the town that hosted a racist march. The rest of New Jerseyans will have to start calling these new racists to task.

      Those who are trying to angle their way into mainstream politics can no longer hide. They will called to account. That’s the way it should be. If there is anything that we can all get from the One People’s Rally, it is a clear message that the battle has been joined, and racist activity, whether it is open or subdued, is going to be dealt with.

